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Drafting Note: This public review draft is being distributed to allow for community review and comment 

on the updated Cedar Rapids Zoning Code.  Some sections and provisions of the draft are still 

incomplete and are subject to revision.  This draft may also contain inadvertent typos and incorrect 

cross-references, all of which will be addressed in the next round of drafting. 

Additional note about definitions: This is the last section of drafting we complete during the drafting 

process because we wait until we are fairly certain about the contents of the updated code before 

finishing the definitions.  If you have questions about specific definitions, please ask. 
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32.08.1 MEASUREMENTS AND DEFINITIONS 

A. MEASUREMENTS 

Attic 

That part of a building that is immediately and wholly or partly within the roof framing. 

Buildable Area 

The area of a lot remaining after the minimum open space and/or yard requirements of this Code 
have been complied with. 

Building, Wall 

That portion of any elevation of a building extending vertically from the grade to the top parapet wall 
or eaves, and horizontally across the entire width of the building elevation, including slanted wall 
surfaces sometimes referred to as a mansard. 

Cellar 

That portion of a building between floor and ceiling that is partly or entirely underground but having 
more than one-half its height below the average grade of the adjoining grade. For the purpose of this 
Code it shall not be considered a story.  

Courtyard 

An unoccupied open space, other than a yard, on the same lot with a building and that is bordered on 
two or more sides by the building.  

Crawl Space 

A space between the ceiling of one story and floor of the next story, which usually contains pipes, 
ducts, wiring, and lighting fixtures, and permits access but is too low for an individual to stand.  

Density 

A ratio of dwelling units or persons to land area.  

Distance, Spacing 

Where this Code specifies a maximum or minimum distance between uses, structures, or facilities, 
the distance shall be measured as set forth in Sec. 32.05.010.A Rules of Measurement.  

Finished Grade 

See definition of "Grade, Finished."  

Floor Area, Gross (GFA) 

The sum of the gross horizontal areas of all enclosed floors of a building, including cellars, basements, 
mezzanines, penthouses, corridors, and lobbies from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the 
centerline of a common wall separating two buildings, but excluding any space with a floor-to-ceiling 
height of less than six feet six inches (6'6"). (Institute of Real Estate Management 1985)  

Frontage 
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The length of all the property fronting on one side of a street between the two nearest intersecting 
streets, measured along the line of the street, or if dead ended then all of the property abutting on 
one side between an intersecting street and the dead end of the street.  

Frontage, Zoning Lot 

The length of all the property of such zoning lot fronting on a street measured between side lot lines. 

Grade 

The average elevation of the surface of the ground.  

Grade, Finished 

The final elevation of the average ground level adjoining a building at all exterior walls after 
development.  

Lot 

See definition of "Lot of Record" and "Zoning Lot."  

Lot Area Per Dwelling Unit 

The amount of lot area required, by the applicable provisions of this Code, for each dwelling unit 
located on a lot.  

Lot, Corner 

A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersection or junction or a lot bounded on two sides 
by a curving street where the angle of intersection of such street right-of-way lines, or in the case of 
curved right-of-way lines, the extension of tangents drawn from each of the points of intersection of 
the side lot lines and the street right-of-way line, intersect with each other to form an interior angle 
of less than 135 degrees.  

Lot Depth 

The mean horizontal distance between the front lot line and rear lot line of a lot measured within the 
lot boundaries.  

Lot, Double Frontage 

A lot having a pair of opposite lot lines along two more or less parallel public streets, and that is not a 
corner lot. On a "through lot" both street lines shall be deemed front lot lines.  

Lot, Flag 

A lot not meeting minimum requirements, where the buildable area of the lot is not adjacent to a 
public right-of-way, and where access to the public road is by a private right-of-way or driveway. 

Lot, Interior 

A lot other than a corner or reversed corner lot.  

Lot Line 

A boundary of a lot.  

Lot Line, Front 
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The boundary between the lot and the street on which it fronts.  

Lot Line, Rear 

The lot boundary opposite and most distant from the front lot line.  

Lot Line, Side 

Any lot line other than a front or rear lot line.  

Lot of Record 

A lot that is part of a subdivision, the plat of which has been recorded in the office of the Recorder of 
Linn County; or a parcel of land, the deed to which was recorded in the office of said Recorder prior 
to the adoption of this Code.  

Lot, Reversed Corner 

A corner lot the street side lot line of which is substantially a continuation of the front lot line of the 
first lot to its rear.  

Lot, Through 

See definition of "Lot, Double Frontage."  

Mezzanine 

An intermediate level between the floor and ceiling of any story and covering not more than 33 
percent of the floor area of the room in which it is located.  

Occupancy Frontage 

The linear distance measured along a building at the ground floor level.  

Occupancy Frontage, Primary 

The occupancy frontage facing toward the front of the property on which the building is located. This 
would typically be considered the main entry.  

Occupancy Frontage, Secondary 

The occupancy frontage facing toward a side and/or rear of the property on which the building is 
located. 

Yard, Buffer 

A unit of land, together with a specified type and amount of planting thereon, and any structures 
which may be required between land uses to eliminate or minimize conflicts between them.  

Yard, Required 

A required open space on a lot between a lot line and a building or structure located on the lot, 
unoccupied and unobstructed from ground to sky, except as otherwise provided in this Code. In 
measuring a yard for the purpose of determining the width of a side yard, the depth of a front yard or 
the depth of the rear yard, the minimum horizontal distance between the lot line and the main 
building shall be used.  
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Yard, Front 

A yard extending across the full width of the lot, between (a) the front lot line or the proposed street 
right-of-way line of a street as identified in the City's adopted Major Street Plan, and (b) the main 
building or structure.  

Yard, Rear 

A yard extending across the full width of the lot between the rear lot line and the main building or 
structure.  

Yard, Side 

A yard between the side lot line and a principal building on a lot and extending from the front most 
line of a principal building to the rear most line of the building.  

Yard, Side, Non-required 

A yard adjacent to the side lot line having the same width as the required side yard and extending 
from the front yard to the rear yard excluding the area of the required side yard.  

 

B. RULES OF INTERPRETATION 

In the interpretation of this Code the rules and definitions of this Section shall be observed and 
applied, except when the context clearly indicates otherwise.  

1. Words used or defined in one tense or form shall include other tenses and derivative forms.  

2. Words in the singular number shall include the plural number, and words in the plural number shall 
include the singular number.  

3. The masculine gender shall include the feminine and the feminine gender shall include the 
masculine.  

4. The word "shall" is mandatory. 

5. The words "may" or "should" are permissive. 

6. The words "municipal code" means the Municipal Code of the City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

7. The word "person" includes individuals, firms, corporations, associations, and any other similar 
entities.  

8. The word "county" means the County of Linn, Iowa. 

9. The word "city" means the City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

10. The words "City Council" mean the City Council of the City of Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

11. The word "state" means the State of Iowa. 
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12. In case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of this Code and any caption 
or illustration, the text shall control.  

13. The terms "standards" and "guidelines" have different meanings, as follows. Standards mandate the 
specific course of planning and design action that the applicant must incorporate in its project 
application. Compliance with standards is mandatory. Statements of standards are indicated by use 
of the word "shall" in the rule or directive. A failure to meet a mandatory standard may be used as 
a basis for the City's denial of a project application. In comparison, "guidelines," if any, follow the 
standards and are indicated by the words "may" or "should." Guidelines are voluntary and not 
mandatory; however, compliance is strongly encouraged to fulfill the intent of the section. A failure 
to meet a voluntary guideline cannot be used by the city as a basis for a project denial. 

C. FORM-BASED TERMS 

Temporarily housed here until we combine all measurements and definitions 

Attic Story: 

Habitable space within the structure of a pitched roof and above the uppermost story that does not 
count against the maximum height if constructed within the prescribed standards. 

Block Corner 

The intersection of required building lines, not the intersection of the rights-of-way. 

Clear Walkway: 

The portion of the sidewalk within a street-space that shall remain clear of obstructions and allow 
public passage. 

Dooryard: 

The space between the back of the public sidewalk and required building line, which may be paved or 
planted, depending on the applicable building form standard. 

Façade: 

The building face; the elevation(s) facing the street-space or required building line. 

Façade Composition 

The arrangement and proportion of façade materials and elements (windows, doors, cornices, 
columns, pilasters, bays, etc.) 

Façade Modulation 

Breaks down the perceived scale of large buildings, provides the appearance of a distinct façade, and 
creates a better pedestrian experience. 

Fenestration: 

Openings in the building wall, including windows and doors, allowing light and views between the 
building or block interior (private realm) and exterior (public realm). 

Private Open Area: 
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An occupiable area within the buildable area and generally behind the parking setback line and 
(primarily) open to the sky, accessible only to occupants of the particular development. 

Required Building Line (RBL): 

A line or plane indicated on the regulating plan, which extends vertically and generally parallel to the 
street, at which the building facade is to be placed. This is a requirement, not a permissive minimum, 
such as a setback. (Note that he RBL is often not the same as the property line.) 

Street-Space: 

All space between fronting required building lines (including streets, squares, plazas, pedestrian 
pathways, civic greens, sidewalks, and quadrangles)—but not within garage entries or alleys. Also 
called the public realm. 

Street Wall or Garden Wall: 

A (masonry) wall set back not more than one foot from the required building line that assists in 
defining the street-space in the absence of a building. 

Tree Lawn: 

A continuous strip of soil area—typically covered with grass, other vegetation, bridging pavement, or 
sometimes porous pavers—located between the back of curb and the clear walkway area. 

Visible from the Street-Space: 

Some requirements of the form districts apply only where the subject is “visible from the street-
space.” (Note the definition of street-space above.) A building element more than 30 feet from a 
required building line or street-space is by definition not clearly visible from the street-space (such as 
elements facing a common lot line). 

Awning 

Canopy 

Patio 

Porch 

Deck 

Stoop 

Balcony 

Terrace 

Flatwork 
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D. GENERAL TERMS 

1. A Terms 

Accessory Building, Structure or Use 

A building, structure, or use that: (a) is subordinate to and serves a principal building, structure or use;  
(b) is located on the same zoning lot as the principal building, structure, or use served, except as 
otherwise expressly authorized by the provisions of this Code, and (c) contributes to the comfort, 
convenience, necessity, or benefit of the occupants, employees, customers, or visitors of or to the 
principal building, structure, or use served.  

Accessory Commercial Service 

A coffee shop, snack bar, gift shop, tea room cafeteria, newsstand, barbershop, pharmacy or beauty 
shop, or similar uses operated primarily for the convenience of and for service to the patients, 
residents, guests or employees occupying the building containing a different primary use.  

Adult Entertainment Establishments 

Adult entertainment establishments include: adult book stores, adult motion picture theaters, adult 
mini motion picture theaters, adult massage parlors, adult theaters, adult artist-body painting studios, 
adult modeling studios, adult sexual encounter centers, adult cabaret and all other adult 
entertainment establishments. The following definitions shall govern the interpretation of the 
regulations of Adult Entertainment Establishments:  

Adult Artist-Body Painting Studio 

An establishment or business that provides the services of applying paint or other substance whether 
transparent or nontransparent to or on the human body distinguished or characterized by an 
emphasis on specified sexual activities or Specified Anatomical Areas (as defined in this Code).  

Adult Bookstore 

An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock in trade, books, magazines, 
other periodicals, videos, CDs, DVDs, and/or other similar media that are distinguished or 
characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to "Specified Sexual 
Activities" or "Specified Anatomical Areas", (as defined in this Code), or an establishment or section 
devoted to the sale or display of such material. This definition does not include a bookstore in which 
no more than ten (10) percent of the gross floor area is devoted to the sale of sexually oriented items, 
and that does not advertise itself as such an establishment that sells or rents such items.  

Adult Cabaret 

Any place holding a liquor license or beer permit, or combination for consumption of beer or liquor, 
or both, on the premises and in which entertainment is characterized by emphasis on matters 
depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas (as defined 
in this Code).  

Adult Entertainment Establishment 

Any other establishment not otherwise defined in this Code, but of the same general classification as 
the other uses defined in preceding Subsections A through C and the following Subsections E through 
J, having as a substantial or significant portion of its business the offering of entertainment, stocks in 
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trade of materials, scenes or other presentations characterized by emphasis on depiction or 
description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas (as defined in this Code).  

Adult Massage Parlor 

Any place of business in which any method of pressure on or friction against, or rubbing, stroking, 
kneading, tapping, pounding or vibrating the external parts of the body with the hand or any body 
parts, or by a mechanical or electrical instrument, under such circumstances that it is reasonably 
expected that the individual to whom the treatment is provided or some third person on his or her 
behalf will pay money or give other consideration or gratuity therefore, in which the massage is 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on specified sexual activities, or involving specified 
anatomical areas (as defined in this Code).  

Adult Mini Motion Picture Theater 

An enclosed building with a capacity for less than fifty (50) persons used for presenting material 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to "Specified 
Sexual Activities" or "Specified Anatomical Areas" (as defined in this Code), for observation by patrons 
in the theater.  

Adult Modeling Studio 

An establishment or business that provides the services of modeling for the purposes of reproducing 
the human body by means of photography, painting, sketching, drawing or otherwise in which the 
activity is distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on specified sexual activities or specified 
anatomical areas (as defined in this Code).  

Adult Motion Picture Theater 

An enclosed building with a capacity of fifty (50) or more persons used for presenting material 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to "Specified 
Sexual Activities" or "Specified Anatomical Areas", (as defined in this Code) for observation by patrons 
in the theater.  

Adult Sexual Encounter Center 

Any business, agency, or persons who, for any form or consideration of gratuity, provide a place where 
three or more persons, not all members of the same family, may congregate, assemble or associate 
for the purposes of performing activities distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on specified 
sexual activities or specified anatomical areas (as defined in this Code).  

Adult Theater 

A motion picture theater or stage show theater or a combination of those types of theaters used for 
presenting materials distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matters depicting, describing, 
or relating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas (as defined in this Code) for 
observation by patrons of the theater.  

Agriculture 

The raising of food and feed crops and products, and including tree and vine products; animal 
husbandry including beekeeping, dairying, poultry, and pasturage and the like, but excluding 
commercial feed lots, fur farms, kennels, and boarding and riding stables. It includes the ordinary 
accessory uses and structures for preparing, treating, and storing products, equipment and 
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machinery, provided, however, that the operation of any such accessory uses shall be secondary to 
that of ordinary agricultural activities.  

Airport 

Any area of land or water that is used or intended for use for the landing and taking off of aircraft, 
and any appurtenant areas that are used or intended for use for airport buildings or other airport 
facilities or rights-of-way, including all necessary taxiways, aircraft storage and tie-down areas, 
hangars, and other necessary buildings and open spaces. Accessory Uuses may include restaurants, 
cafes, hotels or motels, car rental or storage facilities.  

Alley 

A public or private right-of-way generally designed to provide a secondary means of vehicular access 
to abutting property and not intended for general traffic circulation.  

Alternative Financial Services 

The use of a site for the provision of alternative financial services such as vehicle title loans, check-
cashing, payday advance/payday loan, or money transfer as defined below. An alternative financial 
services establishment does not include state or federally chartered banks, savings and loans, and 
credit unions. An alternative financial establishment does not include an establishment that provides 
financial services that are accessory to another main use. 

Check cashing business. An establishment that provides one or more of the following: 

a. An amount of money that is equal to the face of the check or the amount specified in the written 
authorization for an electronic transfer of money, less any fee charged for the transaction; 

b. An agreement not to cash a check or execute an electronic transfer of money for a specified period 
of time; or 

c. The cashing of checks, warrants, drafts, money orders, or other commercial paper for compensation 
by any person or entity for a fee. 

Payday advance/loan business. An establishment that makes small consumer loans, usually backed by 
a postdated check or authorization to make an electronic debit against an existing financial account, 
where the check or debit is held for an agreed-upon term, or until a customer’s next payday, and then 
cashed unless the customer repays the loan to reclaim such person’s check. Such establishments may 
charge a flat fee or other service charge and/or a fee or interest rate based on the size of the loan 
amount. 

Money transfer business.  An establishment that transfers funds for a fee. 

Vehicle title loan business. An establishment that makes small consumer loans that leverage the 
equity value of a car or other vehicle as collateral where the title to such vehicle is owned free and 
clear by the loan applicant and any existing liens on the car or vehicle cancel the application. Failure 
to repay the loan or make interest payments to extend the loan allows the lender to take possession 
of the car or vehicle. 

  

Amusement Equipment 
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Amusement equipment shall include jukeboxes, commercial electronic/video games, dartboards, and 
similar devices. Amusement equipment shall not include general electronics, such as televisions, 
radios, and computers.  

Amusement, Indoor  

Uses that provide commercial recreation or amusement indoors (except adult entertainment), 
including but not limited to: bowling alleys and pool rooms; indoor sports arenas, movie theaters and 
live theaters; indoor skating rinks (ice or roller); video arcades; and shooting arcades. 

Amusement, Outdoor  

Uses that provide commercial recreation or amusement outdoors (except adult entertainment), 
including but not limited to: drive-in movie theater; amusement park or theme park; fairgrounds; 
miniature golf establishments; golf driving ranges; water slides; and batting cages.   

Amusement Parks 

A facility, primarily outdoors, that may include structures and buildings, where there are various 
devices for entertainment, including rides, booths for the conduct of games or the sale of items, 
buildings for shows and entertainment, and restaurants and souvenir sales.  

Animal Hospitals, Veterinary Clinics 

A place where animals are given medical care and the boarding of animals limited to short-term care 
incidental to the hospital use.  

Antenna 

A system of electrical conductors that transmits or receives radio frequency waves. Such waves shall 
include but not be limited to radio-navigation, radio, television, and microwave communications.  

Apartment 

A room or suite of rooms designed and arranged for use as a residence by a single family.  

Apartment house 

See definition of "Dwelling, Multiple Family".  

Apartment hotel 

A hotel not primarily for use by transients, but for extended stays (generally for one (1) week or 
longer). Apartment hotel includes executive inns.  

Appeal 

See Sec. 32.02.020.P of this Code.  

Aquaculture 

The commercial raising of marine animals and plants in an aquatic environment. This use includes 
processing of animals and materials and ordinary accessory uses and structures. However, the 
operation of any such accessory uses shall be secondary to that of ordinary aquaculture activities 
unless otherwise allowed within the Zoning District.  

Arena 
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See definition of "Stadium".  

Art, Sculptor, Crafts, and Composer Studio 

A place of work for an artist, artisan, or craftperson, including persons engaged in the application, 
teaching, or performance of fine arts such as, but not limited to, drawing, making of craft items for 
sale (even if they would otherwise be categorized as manufacturing, assembly, or fabrication), vocal 
or instrumental music, painting, sculpture, and writing.  

Art Shops or Galleries 

Art shops and galleries include establishments for the viewing and/or sale of art works or crafts, 
including but not limited to painting, sculpture, graphic design, textiles and other products not 
intended to be used by the buyer as tools, inventory or design.  

Asphaltic Macadam 

A bituminous coated aggregate pavement structure consisting of a combination of layers of various 
size aggregates placed and compacted to form a dense paving surface.  

Assembly 

Civic: A building or structure, or group of buildings or structures, that by design and construction are 
primarily intended for the conducting of organized meetings, or other activities and accessory uses 
associated therewith, for non-commercial purposes. 

Entertainment, and Trade: A building or portion thereof used for groups of people to gather for an 
event, or regularly scheduled program. General assembly uses include arenas, auditoriums, banquet 
facilities, conference and reception centers, concert halls and theaters.  

Religious: A facility or area for people to gather together for public worship, religious training, or other 
religious activities including a church, temple, mosque, synagogue, convent, monastery, or other 
structure, together with its accessory structures, including a parsonage or rectory.  This use does not 
include home meetings or other religious activities conducted in a privately occupied residence.  
Accessory uses may include meeting rooms and childcare provided for persons while they are 
attending assembly functions.  Schools and other child care services are not accessory uses and shall 
require approval as separate principal uses. 

Assisted Living, Large (3 or more persons) 

Provision of housing with services which may include but are not limited to health-related care, 
personal care, assistance with instrumental activities of daily living to three to five tenants in a physical 
structure which provides a homelike environment. Assisted living also includes encouragement of 
family involvement, tenant self-direction, and tenant participation in decisions that emphasize choice, 
dignity, privacy, individuality, shared risk, and independence. Assisted living includes the provision of 
housing and assistance with instrumental activities of daily living only if personal care or health-
related care is also included. [Iowa Code Sec. 231.C.2]  

Assisted Living Small (2 or fewer persons) 

A facility that provides shelter, supervision and assistance with day-to-day living activities for one or 
two persons who have had physical or social disabilities that make operation in society difficult or that 
have difficulty with day-to-day care, but who do not require regular medical care. Facilities 
participating in a work release, or similar programs from a state institution, and under the supervision 
of a court, state or local agency shall not be included within this definition.  
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Athletic Facility 

Athletic facilities include parks with active play areas, track and field facilities, playgrounds, athletic 
game fields, volleyball and tennis courts, athletic fields, and other facilities designed to accommodate 
the play of one or more types of games or athletic activities.   Athletic facilities associated with a 
school may be located on the school grounds or off-site. 

Auction House 

A place where objects of art, furniture, and other goods are offered for sale to persons who bid on 
the object in competition with each other.  

Audio or Visual Material Production or Sale 

An establishment in which audio, video, or visual images or recordings are made through digital, tape, 
film, or other media and technologies, and where these materials are edited, or reproduced, and 
where the resulting goods may be sold to other establishments or to the public. This use does not 
include a blueprinting shop or any commercial reproduction facility that uses chemicals that emit 
odors discernable from within those portions of the establishment or outside the establishment.  

Auditorium 

A hall or seating area, generally enclosed, where an audience views a musical or theatrical 
performance, concert, sporting or other entertainment event.  

Automated Teller Machine  

A computerized machine or device that dispenses cash or performs other banking services for an 
account holder. Also known as ATM, automatic teller, and automatic teller machine. 

Automobile 

A four wheeled, motor driven vehicle designed and intended primarily to carry passengers but not 
including a bus, van, or motor home.  

Automobile Service Station 

An establishment for the retail sale of products and supplies for automobile and light motor vehicles, 
including lubricants and minor accessory parts, and with or without retail of fuel. This use may also 
include minor parts installation, towing, servicing, and minor repairs of vehicles; and vehicle washing 
facilities and trailer rental when secondary to the above activities. Accessory uses may include 
convenience retail, refreshments, and ice. Major repairs and sale of vehicles are expressly excluded.  

Automobile Salvage and Wrecking 

See definition of "Salvage Yard".  

Automobile Repair Garage 

A facility for repair or reconditioning of any type of motorized vehicle. This definition includes storage, 
repair including major repairs, and servicing of motor vehicles.  

Awning 

A shelter projecting from and supported by the exterior wall of a building constructed of non-rigid 
materials on a supporting framework. An awning is distinguished from a marquee in that a marquee 
is covered with rigid materials.  
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2. B Terms 

Bakery, Wholesale 

A facility that makes bakery and related items on-site and may sell these items directly at the facility 
provided that any such sales are secondary and incidental to the primary operation of producing 
baked goods.  

Bar/Brewpub 

A facility, which may have an outdoor seating area, that a) sells alcoholic beverages for consumption 
on the premises, and b) may also sell to consumers only and not for resale, of alcoholic beverages, in 
original sealed or corked containers, for consumption off the premises. This use may also serve food.  

Barber/Beauty Shop 

A personal services establishment where hair is cut and other similar services are provided.  

Basement 

That portion of a building between floor and ceiling that is partly below grade and having not more 
than one-half its height above the average grade of the adjoining ground. For the purpose of this Code 
a basement shall not be considered a story unless designed or used for habitable space or business 
purposes.  

Bed and Breakfast Home 

A dwelling and/or accessory building within which a portion or the dwelling or building is used to 
provide short-term lodging and meals for compensation for a limited number of overnight guests.  

Block 

A tract of land bounded by streets, or by a combination of streets and public parks, cemeteries, 
railroad rights-of-way, shorelines of waterways, municipal boundary lines, township lines or county 
lines.  

Board 

The Board of Adjustment of Cedar Rapids.  

Boarding House 

A residential building, or portion of a residential building, containing rooms for accommodating, for 
compensation, three or more persons who are not transients. Lodging may or may not include the 
serving of meals to the lodgers. Facilities for lodgers may include sleeping or living quarters or rooms, 
and with or without individual bathrooms, but shall not include individual cooking facilities.  

Bottling Works 

A facility where soft drinks, juice, water, milk, alcoholic drinks, or other liquids are placed in bottles or 
cans for shipment. This use may include the combination of liquids or syrups to produce new liquids 
for placement in bottles or cans, the shipping and receiving of cans and bottles related to the 
operation, and incidental sales of bottled or canned liquids to the public, but shall not include the 
fabrication of bottles or cans.  

Building 



32.08 Definitions  DRAFT: Subject to Additional Editing 

16 | Cedar Rapids Zoning Code Update  July 2018 

Any structure built, used, designed, or intended for the support, shelter, protection, or enclosure of 
persons, animals, chattels, or property of any kind.  

Building, Attached 

A building that is joined to another building at one or more sides by a common wall, except that an 
accessory building, including a garage, shall be considered as attached to the principal building if 
connected by a roof.  

Building, Detached 

A building entirely surrounded by open space.   

Building Materials or Product Sales or Storage 

An establishment for the sale of household or commercial building materials or products, including 
without limitation wood products, plumbing fixtures and equipment, hardware, home and 
commercial (but not industrial) tools, pre-assembled cabinet, electrical supplies, lighting fixtures, 
fencing products, paint products, and cleaning products. All such materials may be stored as inventory 
in anticipation of sale from the establishment, provided that such storage complies with all other 
provisions of this Code.  

Bulk 

The term used to indicate the size and setbacks of buildings or structures and the location of same 
with respect to one another and includes:  

a. Height and area of buildings. 

b. Location of exterior walls in relation to lot lines, streets, or other buildings.  

c. Gross floor area of buildings in relation to lot area. 

d. All open spaces allocated to buildings.  

e. Amount of lot area required for each dwelling unit.  

Bus Station/Bus Terminal 

Any premises for the storage or parking of motor-driven buses and the loading and unloading of 
passengers.  

3. C Terms 

Campground 

A plot of ground on which two or more campsites are located, established, or maintained for 
occupancy by camping units as temporary living quarters for recreation, education, or vacation 
purposes.  

Canopy 

See definition of "Awning."  

Car Wash 
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A building, or portion of a building, containing facilities for the primary purpose of washing 
automobiles, using production line methods with a chain conveyor, blower, steam cleaning device, or 
other mechanical devices; or providing space, water, equipment, or soap for the complete or partial 
hand-washing of such automobiles, whether by operator or by customer.  

Cemetery 

An area of land and related facilities used for the interment of the dead. This definition includes 
columbaria, crematoria, and mausoleums.  

Club 

Building and facilities owned or operated by a corporation, association, person or persons for a social, 
educational, or recreational purpose but not primarily for profit or to render a service that is 
customarily carried on as a business.  

College 

An educational institution authorized by the state to award associate, baccalaureate, or higher 
degrees.  

Community Center 

A facility used for recreational, social, educational, and cultural activities. This definition includes 
private nonprofit recreational and social facilities, recreational buildings and facilities, and community 
centers operated by public agencies.  

Communication Tower 

A structure in a fixed location used as an antenna or to support antennas for the primary purpose of 
transmitting and/or receiving electronic signals.  

Computer or Data Processing Service 

An establishment that provides computer or other data processing services.  

Concrete/Asphalt Manufacture 

A facility that specializes in the mixing or other manufacturing related activities required for the 
production of concrete or asphalt.  

Continuing Care Community 

An age-restricted development that is planned, designed, and operated to provide a full range of 
accommodations and services for older adults, including independent living, congregate care housing, 
and medical care. Dwellings include, but are not limited to, attached or detached houses, apartments, 
condominiums, or town homes, offering private or semi-private rooms, and may be either rental or 
owner-occupied units. Such facilities may offer health care and a variety of other personal services. 
For a facility to qualify under this definition, the ages of all occupants shall be restricted to 62 years 
of age or older for all units, or in the alternative, at least one resident in 80 percent of the units shall 
be 55 years or older.  

Contractor Shop or Yard 

A lot or portion of a lot or parcel used to store and maintain construction equipment and other 
materials and facilities customarily required in the building trade by a construction contractor. This 
definition includes architects, engineers, surveyors' construction offices, shops, and real estate sign 
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placement service; and showroom and shops for the display and sale of electrical, plumbing, heating, 
air conditioning, sheet metal, and other material in connection with contracting services.  

Convalescent Home 

See definition of "Health Care Facility".  

Convenience Retail 

An establishment not exceeding 5,000 GFA for retail sale of petroleum products and other supplies 
for motor vehicles, and/or for the retail sale of a variety of other items typically sold in grocery stores.  

Convention Hall 

A building or portion of a building designed to accommodate five hundred (500) or more people in an 
auditorium or assembly.  

Copy/Reproduction Store 

A facility for the custom reproduction of written or graphic materials on a custom order basis for 
individuals or businesses. Typical processes include, but are not limited to, photocopying, small offset 
printing, blueprint, and facsimile sending and receiving.  

Correctional Facility 

A public or privately operated facility housing persons awaiting trial or persons serving a sentence 
after being found guilty of a criminal offense.  

Crisis Counseling Center 

A primarily nonresidential facility that provides counseling, referral, emergency mediation and similar 
human service functions, and may include temporary emergency lodging facilities for families and 
individuals in immediate need.  

4. D Terms 

Dairy Products Processing 

A facility that processes and packages dairy products, including milk, eggs, cheese and other dairy 
related items. This use includes the shipping and receiving of cans, bottles, or other containers related 
to distribution of dairy products produced at the facility, and incidental sales of bottled or canned 
liquids to the public, but shall not include the fabrication of bottles or cans.  

Day Care Center 

A Day Care Center is a facility that meets either one of the following definitions:  

A. A facility that receives more than 11 children for part or all of a day for care and/or instruction. 
The facility shall be approved and licensed by the state. The term "day care center" includes but is not 
limited to the following: nursery schools, child care centers, day nurseries, kindergartens, preschools 
and play groups, but does not include bona fide kindergartens or nursery schools operated by public 
or private elementary or secondary school systems. Day care center does not include a group day care 
home or family day care home.  

B. A facility that provides supervised activities as a principal use, on a daily basis, for adults who do 
not require specialized care and do not remain on the premises overnight.  
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Day Care Home, Group 

A facility operated by a resident occupant providing nonresident child day care for fewer than 12 
children. No more than six children, at one time, shall be less than six years of age, and there shall 
never be more than four children under two years of age, present at any one time. The provider's 
children, not regularly in school full days, shall be included in the total.  

Day Care Home, Family 

A facility operated by a resident occupant that provides nonresident child day care to fewer than 
seven children.  

Delayed Deposit Service Use 

An individual, group of individuals, partnership, association, corporation, or any other business unit 
or legal entity, who for a fee accepts a check dated subsequent to the date it was written or to a check 
dated on the date it was written and holds said check for a period of time prior to deposit or 
presentment pursuant to an agreement with, or any representation made to, the maker of the check, 
whether express or implied. For the purposes of this title, "check" means a check, draft, share draft, 
or other instrument for the payment of money.  

Developmentally Disabled 

The disability of a person that has continued or can be expected to continue indefinitely and that is 
one of the following:  

A. Attributable to mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or autism. 

B. Attributable to any other condition found to be closely related to mental retardation because the 
condition results in impairment of general intellectual functioning or adoptive behavior similar to that 
of mentally retarded persons or requires treatment and services similar to those required for the 
persons.  

C. Attributable to dyslexia resulting from a disability described in either of the preceding 
Subparagraphs A or B.  

D. Attributable to a mental or nervous disorder. 

District 

Those zoning districts defined in Section 32.03 Zone Districts of this Code.  

Drive-In Establishment 

An establishment that, by design of physical facilities or by service or packaging procedures, 
encourages or permits customers to receive a service or obtain a product that may be used or 
consumed in an automobile on the premises or to be entertained while remaining in an automobile. 
This term does not include sidewalk or patio cafes where service is provided to tables only.  

 

Drive-Through (Thru) 

The use of land, buildings, or structures, or parts thereof, to provide or dispense products or services, 
either wholly or in part, through an attendant, window or automated machine, to persons remaining 
in motorized vehicles that are in a designated stacking lane. This definition does not include a vehicle 
washing facility, a vacuum cleaning station accessory to a vehicle washing facility, or a service station. 
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Drug Store or Pharmacy 

A place where medicines are compounded or dispensed and other medical accessory merchandise is 
displayed or sold. 

Dry Cleaning and Laundry Plant 

A commercial establishment that includes on-site cleaning and/or dry cleaning activities.  

Dry Cleaning and Laundry Receiving Stations  

An establishment where laundry or dry cleaning is dropped off by customers or picked up by 
customers but not including any on-site cleaning or dry cleaning activities.  

Dwelling 

A building, or portion of a building, not a mobile home, designed or used exclusively for residential 
occupancy, including single family dwellings, two family dwellings, and multiple family dwellings, but 
not including hotels or motels, or other transient accommodations, nor institutional care facilities 
such as hospitals, nursing homes or orphanages.  

Dwelling, Multiple Unit 

A building, or portion of a building, containing three or more dwelling units.  

Dwelling, Single Unit, Detached 

A building containing one dwelling unit only.  

Dwelling, Single-Unit, Attached 

A building containing not more than two dwelling units, each of which share a common wall with at 
least one other unit in which no unit is located above another unit, and in which each unit is on a 
separate, legal lot.  

Dwelling, Two Family 

A building containing two dwelling units on a single lot - also a duplex.  

Dwelling Unit 

Any room or group of rooms located within a dwelling and forming a single habitable unit with 
facilities that are used, or intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking, eating, and sanitation, by 
one family.  

 

5. E Terms 

Easement 

Authorization by a property owner, for the specified use by another, of any designated part of his 
property.  

Eating Establishment, Outdoor 

Retail establishments selling food and drink for consumption on the premises, including lunch 
counters and refreshment stands selling prepared foods and drinks for immediate on-site 
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consumption, and that contains only outdoor (no indoor) eating areas. Eating establishments that 
contain both outdoor and indoor eating areas are classified as restaurants.  

Efficiency Unit 

A dwelling unit consisting of one principal room exclusive of bathroom, kitchen, hallway, closets, or 
dining alcove.  

Electronic or Precision Instrument Manufacturing 

An establishment engaged in the design, research, assembling, and production of electronic or 
precision instruments for use in research, commercial, industrial, medical, engineering, educational, 
or home applications.  

Emergency Residential Shelter 

A residential facility providing temporary lodging for families or individuals in immediate need. The 
facility may also provide limited temporary counseling, referral, mediation and similar human service 
functions.  

Emergency Service and Repairs 

Those actions necessary for starting and/or moving a disabled vehicle; includes only repair or 
replacement of fuses, battery, tires, belts, hoses, headlights; lock and key service; glass replacement; 
jump starts; towing; and adding fuel.  

Employment Agency 

An agency that specializes in matching individuals' skill sets to particular jobs or finds jobs for 
unemployed individuals.  

Entertainment and Recreation Establishments 

Entertainment establishments include: archery ranges (indoor or outdoor), shooting ranges or 
galleries, bowling alleys, pool halls, dance halls, gymnasiums, swimming pools, tennis and handball 
courts, health clubs and personal trainers, pinball, electronic and video games, and other similar 
amusement facilities. 

Essential Public and Utility Services 

Services and utilities needed for the health, safety, and general welfare of the community. This 
definition includes, but is not limited to:  

A. Overhead, surface or underground gas, electrical, steam, or water distribution or storage or 
transmission systems;  

B. Collection, communication, supply and disposal systems, including mains, drains, sewers, pipes, 
pumping stations, conduits, tunnels, wires, cables, fire alarm boxes, police call boxes, municipal 
parking lots, traffic signals, hydrants, municipal tower, and poles;  

C. Railroad switches and signals; 

D. Municipal public safety facilities such as police and fire stations; 

E. Municipal sanitary sewer treatment facilities; 

F. Municipal buildings and uses; 
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G. Municipal water treatment facilities. 

Establishment, Business 

A place of business carrying on operations, the ownership or management of which are separate and 
distinct from those of any other place of business located on the same zoning lot.  

Exhibition Hall 

See definition of "Convention Hall."  

Extended Care Facility 

Facilities designed to accommodate inpatients in need of lengthy recuperative periods; requires 
twenty-four (24) hour nursing attention; periodic administering of medication, and periodic physical 
therapy for patients.  

Extermination Shop 

An establishment that specializes in the eradication (and its associated operations) of household 
pests, weeds, or common household and/or yard nuisances and associated operations.  

6. F Terms 

Factory-Built Housing 

A factory-built structure designed for long-term residential use. For the purposes of these regulations, 
factory-built housing consists of three types: Modular Homes, Mobile Homes, and Manufactured 
Homes.  

Factory-Built Structure 

Any structure that is wholly, or in substantial part, made, fabricated, formed or assembled in 
manufacturing facilities for installation or assembly and installation on a building site.  

Fairground 

An open area for holding fairs, exhibitions, circuses, or other large gathering, and that contain a 
combination of indoor display/exhibition areas and outdoor display/staging areas. Facilities designed 
primarily for use by participants and spectators of athletic or sporting events are classified as athletic 
facilities.  

Fall Zone 

The area on the ground within a prescribed radius from the base of a communications tower facility. 
The Fall Zone is the area within which there is potential hazard from falling debris (such as ice) or 
collapsing material.  

Family 

One or more persons each related to the other by blood, marriage, adoption, legal guardianship or as 
foster parent-children who are living together in a single dwelling and maintaining a common 
household. Not more than five persons not so related, living together on the premises as a common 
household may constitute a "family". In addition, any group of individuals required by state or federal 
law to be treated as the equivalent of a family for purposes of land use regulations shall be considered 
a "family". A "family" may include domestic servants residing with said "family".  
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Family Home 

A residential home that is licensed as a residential care facility under Chapter 135C of the Code of 
Iowa, or as a child foster care facility under Chapter 237 of the Code of Iowa, to provide room and 
board, personal care, rehabilitation services and supervision in a family environment exclusively for 
not more than eight developmentally disabled persons or persons with physical disabilities, and any 
necessary support personnel. This use does not include an individual foster care family home licensed 
under Chapter 237 of the Code of Iowa.  

Farm Implement Store 

An establishment engaged in the sale of equipment, tools, supplies, and small appliances designed for 
use in farming or agriculture. This use includes the sale of farm-specific vehicles such as tractors, 
tillers, and farm trailers, but does not include the sale of industrial equipment used in the processing 
of farm products at locations removed from the farm where such products are grown.  

Feed or Seed Processing or Sale 

An establishment for the selling of food stuffs for animals and livestock, and including implements 
and goods related to agricultural processes, but not including farm machinery. Outdoor display of 
goods may or may not be allowed depending on the zoning district.  

Financial Institution 

Establishments engaged in deposit banking. Banks and financial institutions may include, but are not 
limited to, commercial banks, loan or mortgage companies, stockbrokers, savings institutions, credit 
unions, and other similar uses.  For the purposes of this Code, a financial institutions shall not include 
alternative financial services. 

Flood Plain 

That area of land adjoining a watercourse or other body of water that has been determined to be 
subject to periodic coverage by flood water as shown on the most current floodplain maps prepared 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  

Flood Way 

The channel of a watercourse or body of water and those portions of the adjoining flood plains 
designated as necessary to carry and discharge the flood water flow of such watercourse or body of 
water as shown on the most current floodplain maps prepared by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA).  

Fraternity/Sorority House 

A building containing sleeping rooms, bathrooms, common rooms, and a central kitchen and dining 
room maintained exclusively for fraternity or sorority members and their guests or visitors and 
affiliated with an institution of higher learning.   

Funeral Home 

An establishment for the preparation of the deceased for burial and the display of the deceased and 
rituals connected with, and conducted before, burial or cremation. This definition includes other 
undertaking establishments such as columbaria, crematoria, and may include a facility for the 
permanent storage of cremated remains of the dead.  

Furniture Store 
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An establishment that specializes in the sale of any or all of the following: new, used, finished or 
unfinished furniture including kitchen cabinets and related items.  

7. G Terms 

Game or Forest Preserve 

An area that preserves or protects forests associated endangered species, critical environmental 
features, view sheds, or other natural elements.  

Garage, Private 

An accessory building or portion of a building designed or used for the storage of vehicles owned and 
used by the occupants of the building to which it is accessory or attached.  

Garage, Public 

A building or portion of a building designed or used for equipping, servicing, repairing, renting, selling 
or storing motor vehicles.  

Garden Supply, Tool, or Seed Store 

An establishment that specializes in the retail of nursery plants or related items, which may include: 
plants that have been grown on the property or imported, nursery products and stock, potting soil, 
hardware, power equipment and machinery, hoes, rakes, shovels, and other garden and farm variety 
tools and utensils.  

Go-Cart Track (Indoor & Outdoor) 

An indoor or outdoor commercial amusement area with a track exclusively for the use of go-carts.  

Golf Course 

A tract of land laid out for at least nine holes for playing the game of golf that may include a clubhouse, 
dining and snack bars, pro shop, and practice facilities.  

Golf Driving Range 

A tract of land devoted as a practice range for practicing golf shots.  

Government Office 

An office of a governmental agency that provides administrative and/or direct services to the public, 
such as, but not limited to: employment offices, public assistance offices, motor vehicle licensing, and 
registration services. 

Grain Processing and Storage 

An establishment used for the processing and storage of grains (cereal, feed, etc.) and associated uses, 
including the receipt and shipment of grain by truck or rail.  

Grave Marker or Monuments Display and Sales 

An establishment for the fabrication, display, and sales of grave markers and/or monuments, 
including facilities for receiving and shipping of such markers and monuments and/or stone products 
to be used in the fabrication of such markers and monuments.  

Greenhouse 
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A building or structure whose roof and sides are made largely of glass or other transparent or 
translucent material and in which the temperature and humidity can be regulated for the cultivation 
of fragile or out-of-season plants for subsequent sale or for personal enjoyment.  

Group Home 

A facility for the residence of six or more individuals including resident persons providing care and 
supervision in a family setting.  A group home shall be duly approved and licensed as required by 
applicable state and local regulations. This use does not include facilities such as family home, 
rehabilitation house, lodging house, fraternities, sororities, health care facility, or similar institutions.  

Guideline 

Written statements, explanatory material, graphic renderings and/or photographs that are advisory 
recommendations intended to provide property owners and the public with specific examples of 
techniques and materials that can be used to achieve adopted standards. A guideline is an indication 
of City policy or preferences; however, compliance is not mandatory, but rather compliance is 
encouraged to further the City's land use goals and policies.  

8. H Terms 

Halfway House 

See definition of "Rehabilitation House".  

Hazardous Waste 

Waste or combination of wastes that, because of quantity, concentration, biological degradation, 
leaching from precipitation, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics, either (1) causes, or 
significantly contributes to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious irreversible, or 
incapacitating reversible, illness; or (2) poses a substantial present or potential hazard to human 
health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or disposed of, or otherwise 
managed. Hazardous waste may include but is not limited to wastes that are toxic, corrosive or 
flammable or irritants, strong sensitizers or explosives.  

Hazardous Waste Facility 

A facility principally or solely used for the processing, storage, or disposal of hazardous waste and 
subject to compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations.  

Health Care Facility 

Establishment for provision of care to persons who by reason of illness, disease, or physical or mental 
infirmity are unable to sufficiently or properly care for themselves and may or may not require 
continuous nursing care services and related medical service, but do not require hospital care. This 
category does not include Assisted Living facilities or other residential facilities where residents 
receive assistance with day-to-day living activities but do not receive regular health care treatment. 
The facility shall be approved and licensed by the State.  

Health Club 

A non-medical service establishment intended to maintain or improve the physical condition of 
persons. Contains exercise and game equipment and facilities, steam baths and saunas, or similar 
equipment and facilities.  
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Heavy Equipment, Repair 

Repair, rebuilding, and painting of agricultural, industrial, vehicular, and railroad vehicles, motors, 
machines, implements, and equipments. 

Heavy Machinery and Farm Equipment Rental, Sales and Service 

A facility or area for the display, sale, and rental of tools, heavy machinery, dump trucks or commercial 
and heavy equipment not used in offices, such as used in building construction, farming, restaurant, 
or manufacturing. Sales may either be retail or wholesale. 

Heliport 

An area, either at ground level or elevated on a structure, licensed by the federal government or an 
appropriate state agency and approved for the loading, landing, and takeoff of helicopters and 
including auxiliary facilities, such as parking, waiting room, fueling, and maintenance equipment.  

Home Occupation 

An activity conducted for gain entirely within a residential building, or an accessory building thereto, 
that is incidental and secondary to the use of such building for dwelling purposes and that does not 
change the essential residential character of such building.  

Hospice 

A facility that provides 24-hour nursing and supportive care and other services in a home-like setting 
to persons who have a medical diagnosis of terminal illness. 

Hospital 

An establishment providing health services and medical or surgical care, primarily for temporary 
inpatients, to persons suffering from mental or physical illness, disease, injury, or disability, and 
including any related facilities such as laboratories, outpatient care, obstetrical, central service, staff 
offices, or training facilities. "Hospital" does not include establishments that are intended primarily 
for permanent or long-term care or custodial care.  

Hotel/Motel 

An establishment in which lodging is provided to the public for compensation and that is open to 
transient guests, in contradistinction to a boarding, rooming or lodging house. A hotel/motel includes 
a motor hotel, tourist court, extended stay hotel or motel, apartment hotel, or similar use, but does 
not include a mobile home park or any facility in which the majority of lodging units are rented or 
leased for periods of more than thirty (30) days.  

Hotel, Apartment 

See definition of "Apartment Hotel".  

Household 

Any group of individuals living together as a common household unit, and sharing a common bond 
such as a family relationship or common membership in a religious or non-profit organization 
requiring them to live together. This use does not include a group of individuals who are living 
together in order to receive therapy, medical assistance, or assistance with daily activities, unless such 
group is required by state or federal law to be treated as a household.  
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9. I Terms 

Infill Development 

An area of platted or unplatted land that, together with adjacent vacant land in private ownership, 
includes no more than ten (10) acres of land, and where the land along at least seventy-five (75) 
percent of the boundaries of the proposed development (ignoring intervening streets) has been 
developed with either public or private use.  

Inoperable Vehicle 

Any motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, boat, trailer or semitrailer that lacks a current registration, 
valid for that vehicle, and/or a component part that renders the vehicle unfit for legal use.  

Institution 

An establishment occupied or operated by a private or public nonprofit corporation, association, 
organization, or group for use or benefit of the general public.  

Interior Decorating Shop 

An establishment that specializes in the planning and execution of the layout, decoration, and 
furnishing of an architectural interior including upholstering and making of draperies, slipcovers, and 
other similar articles.  

Intermediate Care Facility 

A. Intermediate care facility for persons with an intellectual disability means an institution or distinct 
part of an institution with a primary purpose to provide health or rehabilitative services to three 
or more individuals, who primarily have an intellectual disability or a related condition and who 
are not related to the administrator or owner within the third degree of consanguinity, and which 
meets the requirements of this chapter and federal standards for intermediate care facilities for 
persons with an intellectual disability established pursuant to the federal Social Security Act, 
§1905(c)(d), as codified in 42 U.S.C. §1396d, which are contained in 42 C.F.R. pt. 483, subpt. D, 
§410 – 480. 

B. “Intermediate care facility for persons with mental illness means an institution, place, building, or 
agency designed to provide accommodation, board, and nursing care for a period exceeding 
twenty-four consecutive hours to three or more individuals, who primarily have mental illness 
and who are not related to the administrator or owner within the third degree of consanguinity. 

10. J Terms 

Junk 

All old or scrap copper, brass, lead, or any other nonferrous metal; old rope, rags, batteries, paper, 
trash, rubber, debris, waste, used lumber or salvaged wood; dismantled or inoperable vehicles, 
machinery and appliances or parts of such vehicles, machinery or appliances; iron, steel, or other old 
or scrap ferrous material; old discarded glass, tinware, plastic, or old discarded household goods or 
hardware, or similar items or material.  

Junkyard 

See definition of "Salvage Yard".  
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11. K Terms 

Kennel 

An establishment for the keeping, sheltering, breeding, training, or selling of dogs. This use includes 
establishment for pet day care that do not include overnight lodging for dogs. All establishments shall 
comply with all applicable noise ordinances.  

12. L Terms 

Laboratory, Research, Development, and Testing 

A facility for conducting medical or scientific research, investigation, testing, or experimentation; 
however, this does not include facilities for the manufacture or sale of products, except as incidental 
to the main purpose of the laboratory. This definition includes electronic and telecommunications 
laboratories, including assembly.  

Land-leased Community 

Pursuant to Iowa Statute 414.28A, "Land-leased community" means any site, lot, field, or tract of land 
under common ownership upon which ten or more occupied manufactured homes are harbored, 
either free of charge of for revenue purposes, and shall include any building, structure, or enclosure 
used or intended for use as part of the equipment of the land-leased community. The term "land-
leased community" shall not be construed to include homes, buildings, or other structures 
temporarily maintained by any individual, educational institution, or company on their own premises 
and used exclusively to house their own labor or students.  

Laundromat 

An establishment providing washing, drying, or dry-cleaning machines on the premises for rental use 
to the general public. This definition includes automatic, self-service only, or hand laundries.  

Library 

An establishment for the loan or display of books and other media materials, which is sponsored by a 
public or quasi-public agency, and which institution is open and available to the general public. 

Living Quarters for Watchmen 

A residential dwelling unit that may be occupied only by a security watchman or watchwoman and his 
or her family members and that is located on the premises where he or she is performs the services 
of a watchman or watchwoman and is responsible for maintaining security.  

Loading Space, Off-Street 

An unobstructed area no part of which is located in any public right-of-way and the principal use of 
which is for the standing, loading, or unloading of trucks and trailers.  

Lodge 

See the definition of "Club."  

Lodging House 

See definition of "Boarding House."  

Lot, Zoning 
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In this Code the term "lot" refers to a "zoning lot" unless the context shall clearly indicate that it refers 
instead to a "lot of record". A zoning lot is a single tract of contiguous land that, at the time of filing 
for a building permit or a certificate of occupancy or district boundary change, is designated by the 
owner or developer as a tract to be used, developed, or built upon as a unit under single or unified 
ownership or control and assigned to the particular use, building, or structure for which the building 
permit or certificate of occupancy is issued and including such area of land as may be required by the 
provisions of this Code for such use, building, or structure. If there is no indication in materials 
submitted in connection with a development approval a building permit identifying a zoning lot 
containing more or less area than a lot of record, then the zoning lot shall be the lot of record where 
the property or activity is located.  

13. M Terms 

Machine Shop 

A workshop where power-driven tools are used for making, finishing, or repairing machines or 
machine parts.  

Machinery Sales 

An establishment engaged in the sale of machinery for home, commercial, or industrial use.  

Manufactured Home 

Pursuant to Iowa Statute 414.28, "manufactured home" means a factory-built structure that is 
manufactured or constructed under the authority of 42 U.S.C. §5401 et. seq. and is to be used as a 
place for human habitation, but that is not constructed or equipped with a permanent hitch or other 
device allowing it to be moved other than for the purpose of moving to a permanent site, and that 
does not have permanently attached to its body or frame any wheels or axles. A manufactured home 
is the same as a mobile home except a manufactured home must meet the above cited U.S. Code 
requirements. It also must meet the State of Iowa requirements including the nonpermanent hitch, 
wheels and axle as stated in this Code, and is also subject to additional local requirements that are 
also generally more stringent than requirements for mobile homes. This section shall not be construed 
as abrogating a recorded restrictive covenant. A manufactured home shall be considered as a single 
family detached dwelling, but a mobile home is not considered as a single family detached dwelling.  

Manufacturing, Heavy 

An establishment engaged in fabrication, assembly, processing, or manufacturing that have the 
potential to create significant impacts on surrounding areas due to the types of materials used, 
byproducts created, hours of operations, volumes of heavy truck or rail traffic, or other factors. Such 
uses include, but are not limited to: abrasive manufacture; agricultural implements, equipment, or 
vehicles manufacture; appliance manufacture; asphalt products manufacture; brick or structural clay 
products manufacture; chemical processing or manufacture; cosmetics manufacture; electroplating; 
food manufacture, packaging, or processing; foundries or forge plants; glass products manufacture; 
graphite products manufacture; gypsum products manufacture; heavy machinery production; leather 
production, tanning or processing; linoleum manufacture; meatpacking; metal reduction, production, 
or refinement; metal stamping; paint or paint product manufacture; paper or paper products 
manufacture; petroleum products storage or processing; plastics or plastic product manufacture; 
rubber processing or manufacture; soap and detergent manufacture; steel and other metal 
manufacture; stone products manufacture; transportation vehicle manufacture; woodworking, or 
wood product manufacture.  
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Manufacturing, Light 

An establishment engaged in fabrication, assembly, processing, or manufacturing that generally do 
not create significant impacts on surrounding areas. Such uses include, but are not limited to: bedding 
manufacturing; boot or shoe manufacturing; carpet manufacturing; cloth products or manufacture; 
finished wood products manufacturing; fur or hide processing; furniture, furnishings, domestic or 
commercial manufacturing; glass products production; heavy vehicular, machinery, and equipment 
repair; insulating materials manufacture; light machinery production; light machinery production 
includes: appliances, business machines, etc.; lithographing; musical instruments manufacture; 
orthopedic and medical appliance manufacture; pottery and ceramics manufacture; rope, cord, and 
twine manufacture; sporting goods manufacture; wearing apparel manufacture.  

Marquee 

Any permanent construction that projects from a wall of a building, usually above an entrance, and 
that does not meet the definition of an awning or canopy.  

Maximum Extent Practicable 

All possible efforts to comply with the regulation or minimize potential harm or adverse impacts have 
been undertaken. Economic considerations may be taken into account but shall not be the overriding 
factor in determining "maximum extent practicable."  

Medical, Dental, Optical, or Therapy Clinics 

A building or a portion of a building containing the offices and associated facilities of one or more 
practitioners providing medical, dental, psychiatric, osteopathic, chiropractic, or other medical-
related services for outpatients only, with or without shared or common spaces, equipment, or 
assistants.  

Medical, Dental, or Optical Laboratory 

A facility for conducting medical or scientific research, investigation, testing, or experimentation; but 
not facilities for the manufacture or sale of products, except as incidental to the main purpose of the 
laboratory. This definition also includes labs for the manufacture of dentures and prosthesis.  

Microfilm Production or Sale 

An establishment that specializes in the production and/or sale of photographically reducing images 
of a printed page into reel to reel (microfilm) format.  

Mining 

An area where minerals are removed from the ground.  

Mixed-Use Structure 

The use of a building for more than one purpose, one of which is residential dwellings. 

A. Dwelling Units Located Above Ground Floor:  A use meeting the definition of a dwelling unit, and 
located above the ground floor of the structure (except for access stairs or elevators), but not 
including crisis counseling centers, family homes, group homes and rehabilitation homes. 

B. Live/Work Unit:  A single unit (e.g., studio, loft, or one bedroom) consisting of both a 
commercial/office and a residential component that is occupied by the same resident. The 
live/work unit shall be the primary dwelling of the occupant. 
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Mobile Home 

A factory-built structure that is transportable in one or more sections, is built on a permanent chassis, 
and is so designed and constructed to permit lawful occupancy as a dwelling whether attached or 
unattached to a permanent foundation. A mobile home may have wheels, axles, hitch and other 
appurtenances of mobility removed, but shall remain a mobile home.  

Mobile Home Park 

A parcel or tract of land with facilities designed for occupancy by mobile homes. It shall not include 
any area in which any vehicles or unoccupied mobile homes are parked or stored for the purpose of 
inspection or sale. (See also Chapter 65 of the Cedar Rapids Municipal Code).  

Model Homes or Garage Display 

A dwelling that is open to the general public for viewing within specified times on a regular basis and 
that was constructed for the purpose of encouraging the sale of similar homes within the same 
development. A model home is a type of temporary real estate sales office during the buildout of the 
community.  

Modular Home 

Factory-built housing certified as meeting the State Building Code as applicable to modular housing. 
Once certified by the State, modular homes shall be subject to the same standards as site-built single 
family dwellings.  

Motel 

See definition of "Hotel/Motel".  

Motor Vehicle 

Any vehicle designed and intended to be either propelled by a motor contained by the vehicle or 
drawn by another motor vehicle.  

Motor Vehicle, Passenger 

Passenger motor vehicles shall include automobiles, motorcycles, vans, pickup trucks, and similar 
vehicles, but shall exclude buses, trucks exceeding one and one-half tons net legal carrying capacity, 
campers, pickup campers, motor homes, trailers, snowmobiles, and similar vehicles. Recreational 
vehicles shall include bus campers, camper trailers, pickup campers, travel trailers, motor homes, 
snow-mobiles, boats, and the like.  

Multiple Family Dwelling 

See definition of "Dwelling, Multiple Family."  

Museum 

An institution devoted to the procurement, care, study, and display of objects of lasting interest or 
value. 

14. N Terms 

Neighborhood Association Community Center 
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A facility operated by a Neighborhood Association as recognized by the City and including typical 
administrative office activities for the Neighborhood Association as well as low intensity community 
services. Activities shall not include commercial or uses that create land use conflicts within a 
residential neighborhood.  

Newspaper Agency 

See definition of "Printing or Publishing or Newspaper Agency."  

Nonconforming, Legal (Lawful) 

A building, structure, or use lawfully erected and/or used prior to the adoption of this Code, or 
amendments to this Code, and that does not conform to the provisions of this Code, or amendment 
to this Code, for the district within which such building structure or use is located.  

Nursery 

An establishment for the planting, raising, care, and/or sale of plants and appropriate 
tools/accessories associated with gardening. Any retail sales of goods to the public shall be clearly 
secondary and incidental to wholesale sales or sales to landscaping, contractors or suppliers.  

Nursing Facility 

An institution or a distinct part of an institution housing three or more individuals not related to the 
administrator or owner within the third degree of consanguinity, which is primarily engaged in 
providing health-related care and services, including rehabilitative services, but which is not engaged 
primarily in providing treatment or care for mental illness or an intellectual disability, for a period 
exceeding twenty-four consecutive hours for individuals who, because of a mental or physical 
condition, require nursing care and other services in addition to room and board..  

15. O Terms 

Office, Business and Professional 

A category of establishments in which services are performed involving administrative, professional, 
business, or clerical operations. This use includes contractors and others who perform services off-
site only if major equipment and materials are not stored at the site and fabrication or similar work is 
not carried out on the site.  

Orchard or Truck Farm 

A farm where vegetables and/or fruit are grown and harvested. This use does not include raising or 
breeding livestock or the growing of grains on parcels larger than ten (10) acres.  

Outdoor Activities 

Outdoor activities include musical entertainment, festivals, kids' fairs, car washes and other fund-
raising events for non-commercial organizations, provided that such activities are incidental to a 
principal permitted use of the property.  

Outdoor Eating Establishment 

Picnic tables, benches, counters and any similar facilities, or area, provided in conjunction with a 
restaurant for the serving and/or consumption of food out-of-doors, not serving alcoholic beverages 
and not contained within a building.  



32.08 Definitions  DRAFT: Subject to Additional Editing 

33 | Cedar Rapids Zoning Code Update  July 2018 

Owner, Property 

Includes the holder of legal title or a duly authorized agent thereof.  

16. P Terms 

Park, Public 

A tract of land owned by a branch of government and available to the general public for recreational 
purposes. This definition includes playgrounds and athletic fields.  

Parking Lot and Structure 

A surface or structured facility for parking that is ancillary or accessory to a primary use. A parking lot 
does not include areas used for display or storage of vehicles that are owned by a licensed business 
on the site. Both accessory and primary parking lots and structures include the access driveways to 
and from those structures.  

Parking Space 

A surfaced area permanently reserved for the temporary storage of one automobile, or motor vehicle, 
and connected with a street or alley by a surfaced driveway that affords satisfactory ingress and egress 
for automobiles.  

Personal Services, General 

Establishments engaged in the provision of informational, instructional, personal improvement, 
personal care, and similar services, including catering establishments, custom dressmaking, film 
processing, garment printing and embroidering, licensed massage salons, optical and optician 
services, real estate sign placement service, service and repair establishments, sun tan centers, and 
tailor shops.  

Pet Grooming 

A permanent or mobile commercial establishment where a pet animal may be cleaned, styled or have 
appearance maintained.  

Pet Shop 

A retail establishment offering small animals, fish, or birds for sale as pets and where all such creatures 
are housed within the building.  

Photography Studio 

An establishment that specializes in offering professional images or photographs by means of 
shooting, processing, and printing images of the subject. This use may include the production and sale 
of images created by the establishment.  

Planned Unit Development 

See Subsection 32.03.010.C.4.of this Code.  

Planning Commission 

The City of Cedar Rapids Planning Commission.  

Playground 
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See definition of "Park, Public."  

Preliminary Plan 

See Sec. 32.02.030.C.5.b.i. of this Code.  

Principal Use 

See definition of "Use, Principal."  

Printing or Publishing or Newspaper Agency 

A commercial facility that reproduces a large quantity of copies or books and other printed material 
including newspapers and magazines. This use does not include the on-site manufacture of paper 
products, but does include the receiving of paper products and the shipping or distribution of finished 
newspapers.  

Private 

In reference to a building, structure, utility, facility or use, "private" means owned by someone other 
than a unit of government, or an agency of a government, unless the context clearly indicates that 
"private" is being used in the broader sense of something not available to the general populace.  

Public 

In reference to a building, structure, utility, facility, or use, "public" means owned and/or operated by 
a unit of government or an agency of a unit of government, unless the context clearly indicates that 
"public" is being used in the broader sense of something available to the general populace.  

Public Recreation Areas and Facilities 

A facility or area for recreational, cultural, or aesthetic use owned or operated by a public or quasi-
public agency and available to the general public.   

Public Safety Facility 

Fire, police, and emergency medical services.  

Public Way 

Any sidewalk, street, alley, highway, or other thoroughfare established for travel by vehicles or 
persons and open or available for use by the general public; and may be in either public or private 
ownership.  

17. Q Terms 

Quarrying or Rock, Sand, or Gravel Production or Preparation 

An area where sand, gravel, or other rocks and minerals are removed from the ground.  

Qualifying Front Porch 

A porch that is located on the side of a single family dwelling on which the front setback is measured, 
that has a minimum gross floor area of one hundred (100) square feet, and minimum dimensions 
(both length and breadth) of six (6) feet.  

18. R Terms 
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Racetrack 

An outdoor facility for sanctioned competition of racing vehicles (including cars, trucks, motorcycles, 
and other vehicles designed for racing purposes) or for horses or dogs, on a closed circuit. In addition 
to a racetrack, the facility may include spectator seating (bleacher-type stands), a paddock area for 
support crews and maintenance, racetrack operations offices, and spectator services.  

Radio, Television, Recording or Telecommunication Studio 

A building or portion of a building used as a place to record and broadcast music, videos, television, 
and other oral and visual related media.  

Railroad Use 

A facility connected with the operation of a railroad, including without limitation, railroad tracks, 
sidings, related siding and switching equipment, crossing safety arms, railroad operation offices, and 
accessory maintenance, switching, or storage sheds.  

Recreational Vehicle 

A vehicle towed, or self-propelled on its own chassis, or attached to the chassis of another vehicle and 
designed or used for recreational or sporting purposes. The term recreational vehicle includes, but is 
not limited to, travel trailers, pick-up campers, camping trailers, motor coach homes, and converted 
trucks or buses.  

Recreational Vehicle Park 

A parcel or tract of land, having as its principal use the transient rental or occupancy of space for no 
more than ninety (90) days by two (2) or more recreational vehicles, including accessory buildings, 
structures, or uses customarily incidental thereto.  

Recycling Collection Facility 

A lot or parcel of land, with or without buildings, upon which used materials are separated and 
temporarily stored before they are sent to a processing facility.  

Recycling Processing Facility 

A facility in which recyclables, such as newspapers, magazines, books, and other paper products; glass; 
metal cans; and other products, are recycled, reprocessed, and treated to return such products to a 
condition in which they may be used again in new products.  

Refuse Hauling Facility 

To include office buildings, employee parking and structures for the storage of garbage/hauling 
equipment (only when enclosed), that are utilized for collection and disposal of garbage, trash, junk, 
waste and rubbish materials, and providing that no open storage or disposal shall be allowed on-site.  

Rehabilitation (Halfway) House 

A facility that provides shelter, supervision and short-term rehabilitative services for persons who 
have had physical or social disabilities that make operation in society difficult and require the 
protection of a group setting to facilitate the transition to a functional member of society. Facilities 
participating in a work release, or similar programs from a state institution, and under the supervision 
of a court, state or local agency shall be included within this definition.  

Rental Establishment, General 
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An establishment engaged in the business of renting goods and equipment other than construction 
equipment or heavy machinery. This definition may also include accessory retail sales incidental to 
the primary rental business.  

Rental Establishment, Heavy Equipment 

An establishment engaged in the business of renting construction equipment or heavy machinery. 
The definition includes accessory retail sales incidental to the primary rental business.  

Residential Care Facility 

Any institution, place, building, or agency providing for a period exceeding twenty-four consecutive 
hours accommodation, board, personal assistance and other essential daily living activities to three 
or more individuals, not related to the administrator or owner thereof within the third degree of 
consanguinity, who by reason of illness, disease, or physical or mental infirmity are unable to 
sufficiently or properly care for themselves but who do not require the services of a registered or 
licensed practical nurse except on an emergency basis or who by reason of illness, disease, or physical 
or mental infirmity are unable to sufficiently or properly care for themselves but who do not require 
the services of a registered or licensed practical nurse except on an emergency basis if home and 
community-based services, other than nursing care, as defined by this chapter and departmental rule, 
are provided. 

Residential Zoning District 

Any zone district identified as a residential district in Sec. 32.03.010.A.  

Restaurant, with Alcohol 

A retail business licensed to serve food and beverages for on-premises consumption and that uses a 
kitchen on the premises for food preparation. These restaurants may include entertainment, dancing, 
and the serving of alcoholic beverages if permitted by applicable state or local law and any required 
licenses or permits have been official.  

Restaurant, without Alcohol 

A retail business licensed to serve food and beverages for on-premises consumption and that uses a 
kitchen on the premises for food preparation. These restaurants may include entertainment and 
dancing, but do not allow the serving of alcoholic beverages.  

Retail, General 

An establishment engaged in the sale of good to the public at retail and that have the potential to 
create impacts on surrounding residential areas due to the scale of the building, hours of operations, 
volumes of automobile or truck traffic, or other factors. Such uses include, but are not limited to: 
automobile accessory store; bait shop; bicycle sale or rental; business machine sale or service; camera 
or photographic supply store; carpet store, retail sales only; china, ceramic, or glassware store; 
clothing or costume rental store; coin or stamp store; department store; food store, grocery store, 
meat market, frozen food locker rental; furrier shop; hardware store; hearing aid store; hobby shop; 
interior decorating shop; jewelry stores; household appliance store, including sales and repair; leather 
goods or luggage store; liquor sales, packaged goods; locksmith shop; mail order catalog store; 
millinery shop; music stores; musical instrument sale; office supply store; toy shop; wearing apparel 
shop; office machine sales; orthopedic and medical appliance store; paint, glass, or wallpaper stores; 
picture framing; radio or television sale; shoe store; sporting goods store; tobacco shop; repair or 
servicing of any article that can be sold in the district.  
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Retail, Neighborhood 

An establishment engaged in the retail sales of convenience goods and other goods serving the day 
to day needs of the immediate neighborhood within one half (1/2) mile of the site, and not including 
major purchase items, and that generally do not create significant impacts on surrounding residential 
areas due to the small size of the establishment and more limited automobile and/or truck traffic. 
Such uses include, but are not limited to: Antique shop; art or school supply store; bakery, retail only; 
book, stationary, or video store; candy, ice cream or dairy products store; food store; florist shop; 
delicatessen; gift shop; and similar uses, each of which is limited to ten thousand (10,000) square feet 
of gross floor area.  

Roadside Stand 

A temporary structure and/or use, unenclosed and so designed and constructed that it can be easily 
moved.  

Rooming House 

See the definition of "Boarding House."  

Row House 

An attached dwelling separated from others in a row by a vertical unpierced wall extending from 
basement to roof.  

19. S Terms 

Salvage Yard 

A lot or portion of a lot where junk, waste, discarded or salvaged materials are bought, sold, 
exchanged, baled, stored, packed, disassembled or handled, including auto wrecking activities, 
building wrecking activities, used lumber places and places for storage of salvaged building materials 
and equipment; but not including such places where such uses are conducted entirely within a 
completely enclosed building.  This definition includes junkyard. 

Sanitarium 

See definition of "Hospital."  

School 

Any building or part of a building that is designed, constructed or used for presenting formalized 
courses or curriculum for educational purposes.  

School, College or University 

Academic institutions of higher learning that are accredited or recognized by the state and offer 
courses of general or specialized study. 

School, K-12 

An educational institution that satisfies the compulsory education laws of the State of Iowa for 
students in the elementary grades, middle school grades, or high school grades, respectively. This 
definition includes both public schools and private, non-boarding schools that have a curriculum 
similar to that in the permitted public schools.  

School, Music, Dance, or Gymnastics 
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An institution that specializes in the instruction of music or dance as its primary educational focus and 
meets all applicable state requirements for a facility of its type.  

School, Vocational or Trade 

A secondary or higher education facility primarily teaching usable skills that prepares students for jobs 
in a trade or in industry, construction, or commerce, and meeting all applicable state requirements 
for a facility of its type.  

Secondhand Store or Rummage Shop 

An establishment for the resale of used or donated household goods (such as clothing, books, toys, 
tools, furniture, and other similar items), and for incidental repair or refurbishing prior to resale. This 
use does not include resale of motor vehicles, industrial or commercial mechanical equipment or 
related parts.  

Self-Service Storage Facilities 

Real property designed and used for the purpose of renting or leasing individual storage space to 
tenants with access to such spaces for the purpose of storing and removing personal property.  

Senior Living: Independent Living 

A housing development that may contain a variety of housing types designed for and restricted to 
occupancy by households having at least one member who is 55 years of age or older, living 
independently. Facilities and services would typically include features such as: security; lawn and 
building maintenance; wellness, fitness, or spa services and facilities; central meeting areas; 
programmed recreation or social facilities and activities; communal garden spots; AARP Universal 
Design or other similar characteristics. Minimal supportive services may also be offered to residents 
in senior apartment facilities 

Shopping Center 

A group of commercial establishments generally planned, constructed and managed as a unit on a 
single site with common parking facilities. 

Site Development Plan 

See Sec. 32.02.030.G. of this Code.  

Skating Rink, Outdoor 

An outdoor area that contains a smooth surface layer that is designed to be covered with ice, and that 
is designated for the recreational or commercial/amusement use of ice skating, or that is not designed 
to be covered with ice, and that is designated for the recreational or commercial/amusement use of 
roller skating, rollerblading, or skateboarding. This use includes a skate park or other facility with 
raised or curved surfaces designed to be used by patrons for aerial or acrobatic maneuvers.  

Solar Array 

A free-standing, ground-mounted solar collection system consisting of a linked series of photovoltaic 
modules with a rated capacity of up to 10 kilowatts, the primary purpose of which is to provide for 
the collection, inversion, storage, and distribution of solar energy for electricity generation, space 
heating, space cooling, or water heating on-site; however, the energy output may be delivered to a 
power grid to offset the cost of energy on-site. 
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Solid Waste 

Garbage, refuse, rubbish, recyclable materials, and other similar discarded solid or semi-solid 
materials, including, but not limited to such materials resulting from industrial, commercial, 
agricultural, and domestic activities. Solid waste does not include hazardous or toxic materials.  

Solid Waste Facility 

A facility principally or solely used for the processing or disposal of solid waste and subject to 
compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local regulations including:  

A. Transfer Stations: Facilities at which solid waste collected from any source is temporarily 
deposited to await transportation to another solid waste facility. All activities associated with a 
Transfer Station shall be done within an enclosed structure including but not limited to sorting, 
reducing, compressing, shredding, compacting, composting, and storage of waste materials, 
equipment or vehicles.  

B. Solid Waste Processing Facilities: Facilities at which solid waste is sorted, reduced, compressed, 
shredded, compacted or composted for purposes of volume reduction or preparation for burning or 
land-filling.  

C. Waste Burning Facilities: Any incinerator, boiler, percolator or other solid waste facility at which 
solid waste, including previously processed solid waste is burned for the purposes of volume and 
weight reduction or steam heat, power or energy generation.  

D. Sanitary Landfills: Facilities employing a method of disposing of solid wastes on or into land by 
various forms of excavation, placement, burial, compaction, or covering.  

E. Recycling Processing Facilities: Facilities at which the primary function is to extract useful 
materials from the solid waste, and all processing activities are conducted within a completely 
enclosed building.  

Solid Waste Facility shall not include facilities used for generating steam heat, power or energy 
generation pursuant to a franchise granted by the City Council.  

Sorority House 

See definition of "Fraternity."  

Specified Anatomical Area 

Specified Anatomical Areas shall include the following:  

A. Less than completely and opaquely covered (a) human genitals, pubic region; (b) buttock; and (c) 
female breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola; and  

B. Human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.  

Specified Sexual Activity 

Specified Sexual Activities shall include the following:  

A. Human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal. 

B. Acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy. 

C. Fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breast.  

Stable 
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A facility to house horses and provide riding classes or equestrian activities to the public. This 
definition includes but is not limited to horse barns and horse boarding and riding facilities, but does 
not include show arenas or barns for the sale of horses or other animals and show arenas.  

Stadium 

A large open or enclosed place used for games and major events and partly or completely surrounded 
by tiers of seats for spectators. This definition includes arenas and auditoriums.  

Standard 

A definite rule, principle, or measure established by authority, and with which compliance is 
mandatory unless expressly waived or varied according to this Code.  

Storage, Outdoor 

Storage of materials, merchandise, stock, supplies, machines, operable vehicles, equipment, 
manufacturing materials, or chattels of any nature that are not kept in a structure having at least four 
(4) walls and a roof, regardless of how long such materials are kept on the premises. This definition 
shall not apply to items for sale to the general public such as new and used cars, recreational vehicles, 
boats, landscape and building materials, where such items are permitted for sale in the zoning district 
in which they are located. Trailers and commercial containers mounted on wheels are not accepted 
structures for outdoor storage unless such trailers and commercial containers remain movable and 
are regularly moved to and from work sites as part of the primary use of the property. Storage of 
wrecked or inoperable vehicle(s) is not included in this definition.  

Story 

That portion of a building, excluding a cellar, included between the surface of any floor and the surface 
of the floor next above, or if there is no floor above it, then the space between the floor and the ceiling 
next above it. If the basement area is used for housekeeping, business, or manufacturing use—as 
opposed to being used for utilities, recreation, or similar accessory uses—such basement shall be 
considered a story. Any portion of a story exceeding twelve (12) feet in height shall be considered as 
an additional story for each additional twelve (12) feet or fraction of such distance.  

Street 

An approved public or private thoroughfare that provides a principal means of vehicular access to 
abutting property and/or for vehicular passage. Sec. 32.05.010 provides minimum requirements for 
lot frontage on public streets.  

Street Line 

A dividing line between a lot, parcel, or tract of land and an abutting street.  

Street, Right-of-Way 

The land, property, or interest in land or property, formally established and intended for a street.  

Structure 

Anything constructed, erected, or placed with a more or less fixed location on the ground or attached 
or resting on something having a fixed location on the ground.  

Surgicenter 
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A facility for minor surgery done on an outpatient basis; a facility designed to serve patients who need 
surgical treatment exceeding the capabilities of the usual physician's office yet not of such proportions 
as to require hospitalization. 

20. T Terms 

Taxicab Business 

A firm that provides taxicab services within the corporate limits of the City of Cedar Rapids. The 
business shall not be established in a residential district, but must be operated from a property zoned 
to conduct such a business, as set forth in the zoning ordinance. Activities to be conducted include, 
but are not limited to: receiving calls and dispatching of taxicabs, transferring driver's and/or vehicles, 
parking and storage of vehicles, storage of lost or misplaced baggage, maintenance and storage of 
business records, the conducting of employee meetings and related personnel matters.  

Temporary Construction Buildings 

Temporary buildings and structures, including mobile homes, that are used for office or storage 
purposes in conjunction with construction work only.  

Temporary Commercial Storage Container 

A container designed and rented or leased for the temporary storage of commercial, industrial, or 
residential household goods, and that does not contain a foundation or wheels for movement, and 
that is located on a lot or parcel for thirty (30) or more consecutive days in a calendar year. This use 
includes but is not limited to piggyback containers that can be transported by mounting on a chassis, 
as well as "POD"-type boxes that can be transported on a flatbed or other truck, but does not include 
(a) pre-fabricated sheds that are not designed for transport after erection, or (b) commercial trailers 
used by construction or industrial uses in the regular performance of their business (as opposed to 
simply for on-site storage). Containers that are located on a lot or parcel for periods of less than thirty 
(30) days in a calendar year for purposes of storage of goods during the relocation of a household, 
intuition.  

Tennis, Squash, Handball Court 

An indoor or outdoor facility designed with courts specifically for the recreational use of tennis, 
squash, handball and/or other similar court games.  

Theater 

A facility with fixed seats for the viewing of movies or live presentations of musicians or other 
performing artists.  

Therapy Clinic 

A building or portion of a building containing the offices and associated facilities of one or more 
practitioners providing physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, massage therapy, 
kinesiotherapy, or other medical-related services for outpatients only, with or without shared or 
common spaces, equipment, or assistants.  

Trailer 

A structure standing on wheels, designed to be towed or hauled by a private passenger motor vehicle 
or truck or other vehicle, and used for short-term human occupancy, carrying of materials, goods, or 
objects, or as a temporary office.  
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Transient Accommodations 

The furnishing of a room, apartment, suite, or the like which is customarily occupied by a transient 
visitor for less than 180 days. 

Trap or Skeet Shooting Range 

An establishment where patrons engage in the shooting of guns or archery devices towards movable 
targets, and including the areas and equipment used to launch the movable targets.  

Treatment Facility 

A health care facility providing either or both live-in or outpatient therapy for substance abuse, mental 
illness, or other behavioral problems. 

Truck Stop/Truck Wash 

An establishment that provides for the servicing of trucks with incidental operations similar to those 
permitted for automobile service stations and/or washing semi-tractor trailers.  A truck wash facility 
shall be considered incidental to truck service stations if not more than one semi-tractor trailer may 
be washed at one time and if the service station is clearly the principal use 

21. U Terms 

Urban Chicken 

Shall mean a chicken kept on a permitted tract of land pursuant to a permit issued under Chapter 23A 
of the City of Cedar Rapids Municipal Code.  

Urgent Care Facility 

A facility that provides emergency medical services with no provision for continuing care on an 
inpatient basis. 

Use 

The purpose or purposes for which land or a structure is designed, arranged, or intended, or to which 
purpose land or a structure is occupied, maintained, leased, or operated.  

Use, Accessory 

See definition of "Accessory Use."  

Use, Conditional 

Uses permitted in this Code as a "Conditional Use" within the applicable district regulations and when 
authorized according to Sec. 32.02.030.D of this Code.  

Use, Permitted 

Any use that complies with the applicable regulations of this Code governing Permitted Uses in the 
zoning district in which such use is located.  

Use, Principal 

The main or primary purpose for which land or a structure is designed, arranged, or intended, or to 
which purpose land or a structure is occupied, maintained, leased, or operated.  

Utility, Major 
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Infrastructure services that have substantial land use impacts on surrounding areas. Typical uses 
include, but are not limited to, water and wastewater treatment facilities, major water storage 
facilities and electric generation plants. 

Utility Office, Shop or Yard 

A facility for the maintenance, operation, or administration of equipment, vehicles, or other items 
related to the operation of a private or public utility.  

Utility Substation 

A facility used to convert electric power, natural gas, telephone signals, water from a form appropriate 
for transmission over long distances to a form appropriate for residential household or commercial 
use, or vice versa. This use includes but is not limited to: Electric substations, natural gas regulator 
stations, telephone switching stations, water pressure control facilities, and sewage lift stations.  

22. V Terms 

Variance 

See Sec. 32.02.030.F of this Code.  

Vehicle Sales 

Retail sales of new or used motor vehicles, boats, motorcycles, trailers, recreational vehicles, and 
associated sales and service.  

Veterinary Clinic 

See definition of "Animal Hospital."  

Volleyball Facility 

An indoor or outdoor facility designed with courts specifically for the recreational use of volleyball 
games.  

23. W Terms 

Warehousing 

An establishment whose primary activity is the storage of residential, commercial, industrial, or other 
goods, including inventory and/or finished products, and where no such goods are sold either at 
wholesale or at retail. This use does not include the storage of goods incidental to a different primary 
use on the same lot, which is considered an accessory use.  

Watchman's Quarters 

A residential unit designed to be occupied only by a person engaged to provide security services on 
the property where the unit is located, and/or by that person's immediate family members, and 
generally containing no more than one thousand (1,000) square feet of gross floor area.  

Wind Energy Conversion Systems 

A. Wind Energy Conversion System Height: The measurement between the bottoms of the base to 
the highest point of the rotor swath.  
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B. Small Wind Energy Conversion System: A Wind Energy Conversion System of less than or equal to 
100 kW in generating capacity.  

C. Large Wind Energy Conversion System: A Wind Energy Conversion System with generating 
capacity greater than 100 kW.  

24. Y Terms 

25. Z Terms 

Zone or Zone District 

See definition of "District". 

 


